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Introduction

The role of education is an important factor for 

the development of a nation. It is only education 

through which the change on the grand scale in 

the society can be achieved. While food, clothing 

and shelter are the basic needs, education is 

also the basic need of human life. The progress 

of society and the development of individual 

go hand in hand. It is universally accepted that 

any country needs a higher priority towards its 

educational development, so that it ensures the 

quality to produce the right kind of person to the 

country. Science and technology improves the 

effective utilization of natural resources while 

education is concerned with the development 

of human resources. In this context of modern 

society, the society of education is not merely 

to impart knowledge but to develop desirable 

habits, interests, awareness and skills which help 

the individual to lead to full and worthwhile life.

Till the nineteenth century, education in India 

was an exclusive right available only to a small 

section of society. Under British rule, in spite of 

compulsory education laws, not much progress 
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was made in this direction. Post-independence, 

Article 45 of the newly framed Constitution stated 

that “the State shall endeavour to provide within 

a period of 10 years from the commencement of 

the Constitution, free and compulsory education 

to all children until they complete the age of 

14 years. But nothing much happened toward 

universalisation of elementary education. Natio-

document which attested Indian Government’s 

commitment towards elementary education. 

This was further emphasized in the National 

Policy on Education, 1968.

In the review of the policy in 1990, it was 

recommended to include Right to Education as 

a fundamental right in the Constitution, on the 

basis of which National Policy on Education 1992 

was formulated. In the meantime India signed 

the UN Convention on the Right of the Child 

in 1992 and initiated the process of adopting 

legislation to make education a fundamental 

right of the child. Inroads in this direction were 

already made in 1976 through amendment to 

the Constitution to enable the Government at 

the centre to also make legislation for school 
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education, the power for which until then, had 

solely been in the hands of the state government. 

In 1992 itself, in the case of Mohini Jain vs State 

of Karnataka, the Supreme Court if India held 

that RTE is concomitant to fundamental rights 

enshrined under part III of the constitution 

and that every citizen has a right to education 

under the constitution. Subsequently, in the 

case of Unnikrishnan, J.P. Vs State of Andhra 

Pradesh, the Supreme Court held that “though 

Right to Education is not stated expressively as 

a Fundamental right under Article 21 and must 

of the constitution. Thus, Right to Education, 

understood in the context of Article 45 and 41 

means (a) every child/ citizen of this country has 

a right to free education until he/she completes 

the age of fourteen years and (b) after a child / 

citizen completes the age of 14 years, his/her 

right to education is circumscribed by the limits 

of the economic capacity of the State and its 

development”. Finally, in 2002, the amendment 

of the Constitution of India made education a 

the manner of this right would be as determined 

by a follow up consequential legislation. This 

follow up legislation referred to in the 2002 

Amendment of the Constitution of India (the 

Constitution 86th Amendment) is the ‘The Right 

of Children to Free and Compulsory Education 

Act 2009’, passed by parliament in August 2009, 

this Act, a subordinate legislation, the Modal 

Rules, was framed by the centre to provide 

guidelines to states for implementing the Act.

Background of RTE Act

1950: Constitution of India contained Article 45, 

which states that: “The State shall endeavour to 
provide within a period of ten years from the 
commencement of this Constitution, for free and 
compulsory education for all children until they 
complete the age of fourteen years.”

1968: First National Commission for education 

introduced several far-reaching changes 

as uniform curriculum for boys and girls, 

mathematics and science as compulsory subjects 

etc. It also proposed a Common School System.

1976: Constitution amendment making edu-

cation a concurrent subject (responsibility of 

both state and centre) was passed.

1986: National policy in Education (NPE) 

endorsing Common School System (CSS) was 

formulated. Subsequent NPE’s endorsed CSS but 

it has never been implemented.

1993: The Supreme Court in the case 

Unnikrishnan Vs State of Andhra Pradesh ruled 

that the right to education is a fundamental right 

Constitution.

1997: Constitution Amendment making Edu-

cation a fundamental right was introduced.
th Amendment Act (2002) 

via Article 21A (Part III) seeks to make free and 

compulsory education a fundamental Right for 

all children in the age group 6-14 years.

envisaged in the above Article, viz., Free and 

Compulsory Education for Children Bill, 2003, 

was prepared and posted on this website 

on October, 2003, inviting comments and 

suggestions from the public at large.

2004: Subsequently, taking into account the 

suggestions received on this draft, a revised 

draft of the Bill entitled Free and Compulsory 

Education Bill, 2004.

June 2005: The CABE (Central Advisory Board 

of Education) committee drafted the “Right to 

Education” Bill and submitted to the Ministry of 

Council). NAC sent the Bill to prime Minister for 

his observation.

14th July 2006 the Finance Committee and 

Planning Commission rejected the bill citing the 

lack of funds and a model bill was sent to states 

for the making necessary arrangement. (Post-

86thamendment, State had already cited lack 

of funds at State level) July 19, 2006 Campaign 

against Child Labour (CACL), National Alliance to 

Fundamental Right to Education (NAFRE), CAME 
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invited Indian Literacy Project (ILP) and other 

for a Planning meeting to discuss the impact of 

the Parliament action, initiate advocacy actions 

and set direction on what needs to be done at the 

district and village levels.

RTE Act 2009

The Right of children to Free and Compulsory 

Education Act came into force from April 1, 

2010. This is a historic day for the people of 

India as from this day the right to education will 

be accorded the same legal status as the Right 

to Life as provided by Article 21A of the Indian 

Constitution. Every child in the age group of 16-

14 years will be provided 8 years of elementary 

education in an age appropriate classroom in 

the vicinity of his/her neighbourhood. Any coast 

that prevents a child from accessing school 

will be borne by the State which shall have the 

responsibility of enrolling the child as well as 

ensuring attendance and completion of 8 years 

of schooling. No child shall be denied admission 

for want of documents; no child shall be turned 

away if the admission cycle in the school is over 

and no child shall be asked to take an admission 

test. Children with disabilities will also be 

educated on the mainstream schools. The Prime 

Minister Shri Manmohan Singh has emphasized 

that it is important for the country that if we 

nurture our children and young people with the 

right of education, India’s future as a strong and 

prosperous country is secure.

All private schools shall be required to enrol 

children from weaker section and disadvantaged 

communities in their incoming class to the extent 

selection. No seats in this quota can be left vacant. 

These children will be treated in par with all the 

other children in the school and subsidized by 

the State at the rate if average per learner costs 

in the government schools.

All schools will have the prescribe to norms and 

standards laid out in the Act and no school that 

will have to allowed to function. All private 

schools will have to apply for recognition, failing 

which they will be penalized to the tune of Rs 1 

lakh and if they still continue to function will be 

training are also being laid down by an Academic 

Authority. Teachers in all schools will have to 

subscribe to these norms within 5 years.

The National Commission for Protection of 

Child Rights have been mandated to monitor the 

implementation of this historic Right. A special 

huge and important task in the coming months 

and years. A special toll free helpline to register 

complaints will be set up by NCPCR for this 

of this Act and looks forward to playing an active 

role in ensuring its successful implementation. 

NCPCR also invites all civil groups, students, 

teachers, administrator, artists, writers, govern-

ment personnel, legislators, member of the 

judiciary and all other stakeholders to join 

hands and work together to build a movement 

to ensure that every child of this country is 

in school and enabled to get at least 8 years of 

quality education.

of the State Policy under Article 45 of the 

Constitution. And rights in Chapter IV are bit 

India we have made this right enforceable by 

putting it in Chapter III of the Constitution as 

Article 21. This entitles children to have the right 

to education enforced as a fundamental right. 

The Act has been put in to implement with effect 

of awareness among the teacher after more than 

two year of it being in operation. An attempt has 

ground realities close to the national plan.

Main Feature of (RTE) Act, 2009

 Free and compulsory education to all 

children of India in the 6 to 14 age group.

 No child shall be held back, expelled or 

required to pass a board examination until 

the completion of elementary education.
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 If a child above 6 years of age has not been 

admitted in any school or could not complete 

his or her elementary education, then he or 

she shall be admitted in a class appropriate 

to his or her age. Provided further that a 

child so admitted to elementary education 

shall to free education till the completion of 

elementary education even after 14 years.

 Proof of age for admission: For the purpose 

of admission to elementary, the age of a 

child shall be determined on the basis of the 

birth certificate is used in accordance with 

Registration Act 1856, or on the basis of 

such other document as may be prescribed. 

No child shall be denied admission in a 

school for lack of age proof.

 A child who completes elementary 

 Twenty-five per cent reservation for 

economically disadvantaged communities 

in admission to Class I in all private schools 

is to be done.

 Improvement in the quality of education is 

important.

 School teacher will need adequate 

professional degree within five years or 

else will lose job.

 School infrastructure need to be improved 

in every 3 years, else recognition will be 

cancelled.

 Financial burden will be shared between 

the state and the central government. 

Table 1: Awareness level of Male & Female Teachers Towards RTE Act 2009

Group Rural Schools Urban Schools

Male Schools 
Teachers

Female Schools 
Teachers

Male Schools 
Teachers

Female Schools 
Teachers

Aware

Not Aware

It is indicate the table 1. The awareness of male 

school teacher of rural and urban area ratio is 

68:80 and female school teacher awareness rural 

and urban area ratio is 52:72. So that male school 

teacher are greater then female school teacher.

Table 2: Awareness Level of Govt. & Non Govt. Schools Teachers Towards RTE Act 2009

 Group Rural Schools Urban Schools

Govt. Schools 
Teachers

Non Govt. Schools 
Teachers

Govt. Schools 
Teachers

Non Govt. Schools 
Teachers

Aware

Not Aware

The next query indicate table 2. that the 
awareness level of govt. and non govt. rural area 
school ratio 80:70, and urban area school ratio is 
90:84. So we can say that the awareness ratio in 
urban area is greater then in rural area.

Table 3: Awareness Level of Rural & Urban 

Schools Teachers Towards RTE Act 2009

 Rural Schools 
Teachers

Urban Schools 
Teachers

Aware

Not Aware

The table 3 indicate that the awareness ratio 

level of rural school teacher and urban school 

teacher is 84:92. The data in table 3 shows that 

the awareness level in urban area in the context 

of RTE is greater than the rural area.           

levels of awareness of male and female teacher 

towards RTE, Act 2009. The mean score of male 
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of these mean scores, it can be said that the level 

of awareness among male teachers towards RTE 

Act is slightly higher than the female teachers.

There exists significant difference between the 

levels of awareness of private school teachers 

and government school teachers  towards RTE, 

Act 2009. The mean score of government school 

of the mean scores, it can be said that level of 

awareness among government school teachers 

towards RTE Act is comparatively higher than 

the private school teachers.

There exists significant difference between the 

levels of awareness of rural and urban teachers 

towards RTE, Act 2009. The main score of rural 

be said that the level of awareness among rural 

school teachers towards RTE Act is comparatively 

higher than the urban school teachers.

show?

Quality of Infra, Gurus A Hindrance

By March 31, 2015, elementary education was 

meant to be universal. The plan was to have 

every child between six or 12 in school; ensure 

all infrastructure was up to scratch; and teachers 

there is still a large number of children out of 

school, large numbers of teaching posts are lying 

vacant and many fear the Right to Education 

Act itself may be in danger. To top it all, 12 state 

governments have, till 2014, closed or merged 

over 80,000 of their own schools.

The 2015 deadline was one for the government 

to get teachers in place and trained. A survey 

undertaken by RTE Forum – a conglomeration 

of child rights and education organizations – 

show that there are 5.68 lakh teaching positions 

vacant and all states have hired large numbers 

untrained.

Economically Weaker Sections(EWS) students 

stay behind despite RTE

to disadvantaged children has been poorly 

An exhaustive report – State of the Nation: 

RTE Section 12(1)(C) – by IIM, Ahmadabad, 

and Central Square Foundation covers private 

schools in 28 states and is based on the analysis 

What emerges is a wide variation across states. 

38,297 seats for children from economically 

weaker sections (EWS), Madhya Pradesh has 

Andhra Pradesh has an abysmal record of filling 

54,097 seats for EWS.

The report also highlights that in 2013-14, out 

of 2.06 lakh private unaided schools with class 

I, only about 45,000 schools reported enrolling 

students under EWS category. States such as 

participation rate. The report also highlight a 

data and data on the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan 

website, state website, and even those reported 

authors.

Conclusion

From the above analysis it was found that the 

teachers teaching in elementary level do not 

in providing quality education to the children. 

Though some teachers are more aware of the 

Act, but there are still a large number of teachers 
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who requires special attention about the basic 

feature and the implementation of the Act. From 

the above data it can be inferred that the level of 

awareness among male teachers towards RTE 

Act is slightly higher than the female teachers. 

The reason of this minors difference may due 

to the chance factor as the male teachers try to 

update themselves in different matters related to 

education.

In an indicator of types of school, it was found 

that the level of awareness of government 

school teachers towards RTE Act 2009 is 

comparatively higher than the private school 

teachers. The main reason for the awareness of 

the government schools teachers towards the Act 

is the correspondence of the government with 

such schools at regular interval. Similarly, the 

level of awareness among rural school teachers 

towards RTE Act is comparatively higher than the 

urban school teachers. It indicates that the Act is 

taken more seriously among the schools of rural 

area.
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