
Abstract
In the face of accelerating importance of regionalism, SAARC stands inescapable and important 
organization in South Asia. Since its formation in 1985, it’s vie a vital role by conveyance the 
membercountries nearer along by holding varied conferences and summits at varied levels. tho’ overall 
development of this organization is marred by internal disputes and varied different factors however still 
its institution and therefore the sense to develop regional integration has created a hope for its future 
progress. This analysis paper analyzes the role of SAARC. A essential analysis has additionally been 
fabricated from why SAARC has not been ready to develop at par with different developed organizations 
like European Community (EU). The potential areas of cooperation are noted and suggestions are place 
forwarded for removing the existent hurdles and to maneuver the wheel of integration in South Asia a 
lot of fastly for up the conditions of poor individuals during this region. 
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Introduction
The lingering legacies of South Asia’s colonial 
past; uncontrolled human and alternative 
movements across sensitive, porous unsettled 
borders; ethnic and non secular differences; 
intra-regional economic disparities and resultant 
bilateral disputes were some factors delaying 
institution of the South Asian Association of 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) till 1985. Its 
Charter dominated out “bilateral and contentious 
issues” from its agenda as a protective clause. The 
world these days is witnessing changes in terms 
of worldwide and regional fundamentals. there’s 
no denying the actual fact that the importance of 
peace and development through effective regional 
and world integration has become a vital issue of 
those times. The strength and development of 
the states these days isn’t measured in terms of 
military and defence capability however in terms 
of however a state is in a position to market trade 
relations, investments and economic integration 

at intervals the region and globally yet. We see the 
impact of this importance of regionalism in South 
Asian within the emergence of SAARC (South 
Asian Association for Regional cooperation). 
Though unsuccessful in some �ields, the 
assessment of SAARC performance shows not 
terribly negative trends however emphasizes 
the requirement to collaborate additional by 
partitioning all outstanding disputes among the 
member countries and to make understanding 
on stable basis. it’s necessary to assess the origin, 
evolution and achievements of SAARC intimately. 

Role of SAARC
In the past twenty six years, SAARC has created 
tremendous improvement thanks to the 
interaction and cooperative efforts being place 
in by the member states. The progress and 
development of SAARC throughout the recent 
years is checked out below the subsequent 
headings: 
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1. Substantial Increase in Cooperation: Since 
the formation of SAARC in 1985, the extent 
of cooperation among the member countries 
increased well. SAARC was established with 
the target of rising the living standards of 
the people, cultural and regional economic 
process and increasing cooperation with 
different regions of the world. During the recent 
years, realizing the importance of regional 
cooperation and development, SAARC members 
have currently created a way of fast regional 
economic development and that they advocate 
revival of the organization by moving from 
simply the supplying of declarations to sensible 
implementation of the plans and policies to show 
this weak region into a doubtless developed one. 
This recognition has diode towards increasing 
the pace of cooperation among the member 
countries. This cooperation is witnessed within 
the institution and initiation of varied programs 
and forums for mutual edges. 
• South Asian University, New Delhi 
• SAARC International school, Bangladesh 
• Agreement on Judicial cooperation on 

Counter-Terrorism 
• SAARC Writers and Literature Foundation 
• South Asia Foundation 
• Some other connected centers embody 
• South Asia Co-operative atmosphere 

Programme 
• South Asia Centre for Policy Studies 
• South Asia Women’s Centre 
• South Asia Olympic Council (South Asian 

Games) 
2. Economic and Trade Discussions: For 
the success of SAARC, economic and trade 
cooperation is incredibly a lot of vital and infact 
the primary thing to be centered on for the event 
of South Asia. a few years of discussions have a 
minimum of established the bases of cooperation 
during this speci�ic space. throughout the 
Nineties, SAARC mentioned the advantageous 
commerce Area (SAPTA) among the member 
countries that was materialized within the form 
of trade Agreement which is currently called 

South Asian trade space (SAFTA).According to 
this agreement, the tariff reduction plan was 
chalked out and since 2006, this reduction had 
been allotted in 2 phases i.e. Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan and Asian nation pledged to place 
tariffs on all the products right down to one-�ifth 
among 2 years and every one different countries 
to thirty percent among 3 years. whereas within 
the second section, Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
and Asian nation set to place the tariffs on 
merchandise down to 0-5 % among 5 years and 
different members of the organization among 
seven years. Though the initiatives taken to trade 
freely within the region has encountered plenty 
of downside however still we have a tendency 
to cannot ignore that the member countries 
area unit continuing ahead with their plans to 
enhance the regional growth and cooperation. 
3. Increase in External Support/Cooperation 
with Observers: It is price mentioning that being 
a poor region, SAARC countries cannot develop 
every and each aspect of their economies alone. 
they’re in want of support and help in capital, 
resources, education and technology from the a 
lot of developed regions and individual countries. 
one among the positive points within the recent 
years has been the interest of the opposite 
developed countries in SAARC WHO need to 
produce facilitate in social and economic �ields.
4. Social Cohesion among Member Countries/
People to folks Contacts: One of the foremost 
vital objectives of SAARC is to extend folks to 
folks contacts. Though in the presence of huge 
scale institutional came upon, it’s quite trouble-
some to form associate atmosphere for open so-
cial interaction however throughout the recent 
years, the member countries have accomplished 
the importance of this side of cooperation and 
as a results of this thinking, SAARC has tried to 
undertake a program of socially connected South 
Asia which is doable once folks area unit closed 
along that some initiatives are taken like: 
• SAARC chairs, Fellowship and Scholarship 

Schemes 
• SAARC Youth Volunteer Programme 
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SAARC Visa Exemption theme 
• SAARC Audio-Visual Exchange Programme 
• South Asian Festivals 
• Association of SAARC Speakers and 

Parliamentarians 
• SAARC Law (Association of legal communi-

ties of the member countries) 
• Cooperation of Non-Governmental Organi-

zations 
• SAARC Chamber of Commerce and business 
• SAARC theme for Promotion of Organized 

tourist 
Moreover, the civil societies within the member 
countries of SAARC also are making an attempt to 
form a lot of communication networks between 
students, writers, journalists, academicians, 
retired civil and military of�icers. 
5. Cooperation on Security and terrorist 
act: The SAARC Convention on suppression 
of terrorist act was signed in 1987 and later 
the extra Protocol on terrorist act was signed 
taking under consideration the terrorist �inance 
structure. This was in accordance with United 
Nations SC Resolution 1373. the extra Protocol 
on terrorist act was adopted in 2005 once much 
discussion and discussion on the de�inition 
of terrorist act. In spite of those 2 necessary 
documents on terrorism, there has not been a 
lot of enthusiasm to get together on problems 
with terrorist violence and funding between 
the member countries. Cooperation has been 
con�ined to bilateral initiatives. SAARC Terrorist 
Offences observation table (STOMD), Colombo, 
Sri Lanka SAARC Drug Offences observation 
table (SDOMD), Colombo, Sri Lanka 
Constraining Factors /Hurdles within the 
Development of SAARC 
There area unit some serious constraints that 
area unit, no doubt, not permitting South Asian 
cooperation to develop. a number of these 
hurdles are often delineate as: 
1. Inter-state Disputes in South Asia: One of the 
most important hurdles within the approach of 
cooperation among the SAARC members is that 

the mistrust, mutual security perceptions and 
hostility. All the members of this organization feel 
in a method or another threat to their political, 
economic and territorial stability from the 
neighboring countries. They’re still entrapped 
in the historical con�licts of colonial rule and 
also the controversial surroundings once the 
departure of Colonial Masters i.e loss of property, 
lives, identities and communal violence.xiiiThere 
area unit perpetually high risks that any time 
the efforts for cooperation will suffer because of 
communal and terrorist threats. 
2. Concern of Indian Domination: Indian 
want to participate within the higher cognitive 
{process} process of the region as a pacesetter has 
caused considerations among the neighboring 
countries notably West Pakistan, state and East 
Pakistan. The political, diplomatic and security 
considerations felt by the member countries of 
SAARC in South Asia has choked any positive 
development among the member countries. 
3. Civilizations Clash: Professor Samuel 
Huntington has mentioned in his book “The Clash 
of Civilizations” that SAARC has been a failure as a 
result of in line with him the countries happiness 
to organizations like EU etc they belong to same 
culture however SAARC countries area unit those 
whose cultures area unit completely different.
The Republic of India and West Pakistan are 
unit enemies of each other, they �ight on minor 
things, and so however will these 2 countries 
support one another in one organization. No 
country within the region has any feeling of 
belongingness with the opposite state. 
4. Unstable monetary Positions: The weak 
monetary position of the member countries has 
conjointly created Associate in Nursing unsure 
future for this organization. This weak monetary 
position is mirrored within the trade imbalances 
among the member countries. The SAARC 
members area unit �inancially and economically 
not substantially developed. This factor isn’t 
tributary for the economic integration of South 
Asia. 
5. Spatial property between Republic of India 
and Member Countries: There is economic, 
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technological and demographic imbalance 
between Republic of India and alternative 
member countries of SAARC. Republic of India 
being larger in size, economy and possessing 
high technological infrastructure dominates 
alternative members. Republic of India accounts 
for over 3 quarters of the regional GDP and 
technological infrastructure and 2 third of the 
world exports of the region. 
6. Lack of Trust among the Member Countries: 
There is conjointly lack of trust among the 
member states of SAARC that doesn’t auger 
well for future development of this regional 
organization. They still board the cobweb of 
history and mutual rivalries and mistrust has 
caused them huge harm already.xviii The elites 
don’t trust one another primarily due to their 
nationalistic feelings, unconditional interests 
and inter-state disputes. 

Recommendations
South Asian region will be stabilised and 
cemented if policy initiatives each at the govern-
ment and nongovernment levels area unit taken 
by South Asian leaders with commitment and 
mutual trust. a number of these initiatives and 
policy actions will be instructed as such: 
(a) Role of Bharat: India ought to play her role 
not as an enormous brother however as AN equal 
partner for the steadiness and cooperation in 
South Asia. SAARC isn’t AN unimportant forum 
rather its signi�icance has accumulated within 
the face of adjusting global and regional patterns 
therefore Bharat ought to bear in mind of this 
state of affairs. Most of the disputes in South Asia 
area unit Indo-centric therefore Bharat ought 
to adopt an occasional pro�ile to induce the 
arrogance of its smaller neighbours. 
(b) Formation of Con�lict Conciliation teams: 
The CCGs will be shaped for resolution the 
bilateral disputes once all parties to a selected 
dispute agree to obtain SAARC facilitate either 
to analyse the matter or conduct a truth �inding 
study. 
(c) Discussions on International problems. The 
SAARC Charter should offer for discussions on 

the international problems among the leaders of 
the member countries specially those concerning 
common problems with international peace and 
security, trade, environment and technology 
transfers etc. Currently, the present structure 
doesn’t leave such discussions with the summit 
statements being created and written by 
bureaucrats well before the summit. 
(d) Resolution of Bilateral Disputes: SAARC, 
being AN rising organization and having the 
potential to link the capable economies of 
South Asia, should embody in its provisions to 
resolve the bilateral disputes peacefully and also 
the provision of taking all the choices nemine 
contradicente while not touching bilateral ones 
ought to be relaxed rather eradicated. Although it 
would not be terribly straightforward to initiate 
however it ought to be initiated as a result of 
while not this step, the development of this 
organization is insigni�icant.
(e) Role of Political Governments: In 
strengthening SAARC, the role of individual 
governments of all the eight member countries 
is incredibly important. the dearth of trust and 
sincere efforts has marred any development 
during this organization. Once all the steps area 
unit smitten constructive thinking and a vision for 
regional integration then little question, SAARC 
will go much before even world organisation 
(EU). 
Prospects of SAARC 
Though the formation of SAARC may be a 
landmark step taken by the leaders of the region, 
the main rational behind its institution is to 
develop a tributary atmosphere wherever all 
nations might act peacefully with one another, 
cultivate property peace and promote mutual 
economic well-being by utilizing available 
resources within the region through the 
peaceful method of economic cooperation. 
notwithstanding, after more than twenty years 
of its institution, neither South Asian nations 
are ready to push the method of integration into 
full swing nor the organization itself has become 
viable enough to market harmony and economic 
integration for preventing con�licts within the 
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region. Everything with SAARC isn’t gloomy. 
Infact, the establishment of this vital organization 
is that the proof that the regional neighbors need 
to attain progress and, infect, beneath the IPA, 
the member countries are cooperating in varied 
social, economic and security �ields. 
Conclusion
We can be optimistic concerning the longer 
term of SAARC as a result of each Bharat and 
Pakistan area unit currently on the method to 
move ahead with peace initiatives. we are able 
to hope higher that this regional organization 
possesses monumental potential within the 
face of adjusting trends. The folks of South Asia 
can not be unaware of the lost opportunities for 
their own prosperity and welfare. Indeed, they’re 
cognizant of the bene�its of nearer cooperation 
between the nations of South Asia. It is, therefore, 
time to re-invent the wheel of South Asian 
identity through increased subject policy, which 
is able to result in a much better atmosphere 
for con�idence-building among the formal elites 
of South Asia and successively result in a much 
better South Asia. 
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