
Abstract
The present paper explores the challenges faced by innovative pioneering agri innovators in making 
farming a pro�itable livelihood avenue in Southern Rajasthan. Agricultural innovation is often costrued 
/ interpreted as a means for empowering the rural unemployed youth. In this context of Southern 
Rajasthan, the present paper attempts to understand the reasons for agri sector remaining unpro�itable 
and the strategies used by the emerging agricultural innovators in promoting it as a pro�itable like a 
business venture. It is based on key informant interviews with 30 agricultural innovators in Southern 
Rajasthan. A multi-stage sampling procedure was adopted to select districts, block, villages, and agri 
innovators. The qualitative data was coded and analyzed with the help of MS-Excel. Results have shown 
that pioneering agri innovators in Southern Rajasthan have more potential in the farming sector but 
self-motivation is highly required. Most of them were less educated and were from the family background 
of farming.
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Introduction
Agricultural innovation is often interpreted 
as doing something innovative as a tool for 
empowering the rural unemployed youth who 
have the capability of starting an enterprise and 
to excel in the �ields of agriculture and allied 
activities.
Generally, pioneering agri innovators can play 
two types of roles such as farmer as a farmer 
with very limited diversi�ication, and farmer 
as an innovative innovator with high-value 
agricultural opportunities.
Indian economy is basically agrarian economy. 
Over 85 per cent of the rural population in 
India is dependent on agriculture for livelihood 
but the contribution of agriculture in national 
income has declined to 26 per cent and that of 
service sector has increased to more than half 

of the total national income. Uneducated and 
unskilled mass of India’s population living in 
rural area is not �itting in to the employment 
market created by service sector growth. They 
are therefore depending on agriculture for 
their livelihood. With employment of more than 
50 percent of labour force agriculture sector 
is major employment provider even today. 
The seasonal nature of agriculture and lack of 
irrigation facilities creates problem of seasonal 
and cyclical unemployment. Large number of 
persons employed in agriculture is of disguised 
nature. They seem to be employed but their 
marginal productivity is zero. Even if some of the 
farm rural youth shift from primary agriculture 
production activities to secondary agriculture 
(processing, value addition) and agri innovation, 
the present level of agriculture production may 
not get affected at all.
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High innovative orientation always differentiates 
pioneering agri innovators by their constant 
improvement in their products and markets, 
practical decision making, risk-taking and tough 
competition with other ventures (see Basso, 
Fayolle, and Bouchard, 2009). The concept of 
innovation is much relevant with pioneering 
agri innovators to develop the farms they need 
to adopt appropriate technologies, and the role 
of agriculture is no longer limited to increase 
of food production, even the agriculture sector 
actively contributes towards the development of 
rural areas (see Rudmann, 2008).
Agricultural innovation is a sustainable 
employment strategy that will ensure self-
reliance and economic self-suf�iciency to the 
innovator and also to the community of the 
innovator (see Uche and Familusi, 2018). 
Agribusiness includes the manufacturing and 
distribution of farm inputs, crop production 
activities, storage, processing, and distribution 
of farm products made from them (see Rajesha, 
Talang, and Kumar, 2016). The development of 
agricultural innovation refers to the promotion 
of innovative skills amongst common individuals 
and building the innovative approach in the �ield 
of agriculture (Uplaonkar and Biradar, 2015).
In  Southern Rajasthan, the agricultural innovation 
and agribusiness have been recognized as one of 
the important avenues for rural development. 
The region has unique diversity in agro-
climatic conditions and has a huge potential for 
enhancing the production and productivity of 
various agricultural and horticultural crops. The 
agricultural and allied sector plays a dominant 
role in the economic development of the state 
which heavily contributes to GSDP. Increased 
agricultural production can encourage the 
innovative activities in rural areas such as 
diversi�ication of farms, new products, the 
growth of rural service sector, emergence of the 
agro-processing ventures, and spreading out the 
product into new markets.
Southern Rajasthan has been divided into three 
important regions based on its agro-climatic 
zones:

(a) Sub Humid Southern Plain and Aravallis
(b) Humid Southern Plain
(c) Humid South Eastern Plain
Sub Humid Southern Plain and Aravallis high 
hills are dissipated through the zone and there 
is a touching appearance of the Aravalli hills, 
running south to north. The zone reaches out 
in the southern aspect of the state in Bhilwara, 
Rajsamand, Sirohi, Udaipur and Chittorgarh 
regions. The zone gets 700-900mm precipitation. 
Hills and pediments are under mountains for 
rest which uphold regular vegetation spread 
including trees, bushes and grasses. Developed 
land happens in the middle of the hills. Medium 
to �ine �inished profound soils are predominant 
in this area. 
Humid Southern Plain, this plain portrayed by 
hills and valley �ills is spread in the southern 
aspect of the state in Dungarpur, Banswara and 
Pratapgarh . In Banswara and Pratapgarh the dirts 
framed from magma stream of basalt are found. 
In the middle of, dispersed zones of profound 
covered pediments are additionally experienced. 
This zone Assessment of Climatic Vulnerability 
146 gets 900-1000mm precipitation. The hills 
are secured with thick thickness of trees, bushes 
and grasses. 
Humid South Eastern Plain, this zone gets the 
most elevated precipitation in the state 700-
1000mm. The plain is spread at the south eastern 
aspect of the state covering Sawai Madhopur, 
Karauli, Jhalawar, Baran, Kota and Bundi areas. 
The landscape is described by hills pediments 
and tremendous alluvial plain framed by the 
streams Chambal, Parbati, Parwan, Kalisindh 
and their feeders. In light of these waterways 
profound gorges and gorges have been shaped. 
On account of the presence of �ine �inished 
alluvium kept by the waterways in this zone the 
land is exceptionally pro�itable.
The present study explores the challenges faced 
by innovators in agri sector in making agri and 
allied activities as a pro�itable livelihood avenue 
in Southern Rajasthan.
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Review of Literature
There are rarely any studies of agricultural 
innovation in the context of Southern Rajasthan 
through the agro-climatic zones of Southern 
Rajasthan which contribute signi�icantly to the 
agricultural production in the state. The present 
study tries to �ill this gap in the literature of 
agricultural innovation in India.
Over the most recent thirty years, the idea of 
innovation has caught the consideration of a 
wide scope of researchers and experts over the 
controls. There are concentrates on business 
enterprise in natural cultivating (see Munda, Das, 
and Patel, 2014), development and expanding 
pattern of innovative exercises in agribusiness 
and united exercises (see Chakraborty, 2014; 
Mujuru, 2014). 
There are numerous investigations on the 
distinguishing proof and advancement of 
inventive abilities among farmers (see McElwee, 
2005, 2006; Mikko and Pyysiäinen, 2006). 
There are a couple of studies center around the 
administration of homestead and farm uphold 
for innovations (see Kahan, 2012; McElwee and 
Annibal, 2010).
Concepts related to innovative orientation 
and market orientation for the success of an 
entrepreneur (see Baker and Sinkula, 2009; Faria 
and Mixon, 2016; Reynolds, 2005), importance 
on technological development in agriculture (see 
McElwee and Bosworth, 2013).
In spite of copious literature on agricultural 
innovation, a major research gap could be noted. 
The present study attempts to explore the 
attributes of agricultural innovation from 
the perspective of the farmer entrepreneurs 
themselves. Further, it tries to identify the 
attempts made by them to make farming a 
pro�itable avenue like a business venture. It 
also tries to identify the constraints faced by 
them in their development as innovators. As a 
introduction, the present paper tries to explore 
the challenges to innovative development 
perceived by pioneering agri innovators in 
Southern Rajasthan 

Methodology
The present study is based on the qualitative 
data collected through key informant interviews. 
Initially118 farming innovators were contacted 
.The study is based on key informant interviews 
with 30 pioneering agricultural innovators in 
Southern Rajasthan.

Sampling
The unit of study is the individual agricultural 
innovator while the population includes all 
agricultural innovators in Southern Rajasthan . 
A multi-stage sampling procedure was adopted 
to select districts, blocks, villages, and agri 
innovators. Amongst the 13 districts from, 9 
districts have been chosen based on the intensity 
of agricultural activity. The most agricultural 
intensive districts of were chosen purposively. 
The qualitative data was coded and further 
analysed with MS-Excel. The coded data was 
analyzed with the help of simple percentages and 
averages.
The study is con�ined to only Southern Rajasthan. 

Challenges to Innovative Development
Farming is a challenging livelihood option in 
India, especially in Southern Rajasthan. The 
pioneering agri innovators have to overcome 
many challenges to be successful innovators. The 
informants were asked to report the challenges 
faced by them in their agricultural development 
efforts. In this section, the challenges reported by 
the pioneering agri innovators are discussed.
Challenges to innovative development perceived 
by the pioneering agri innovators in the study 
area include easy money—no hard work, lack 
of �inancial capital, non-remunerative price for 
the produce, lack of organic manure, low level 
of education, poor market linkage, lack of seeds, 
lack of encouragement, lack of resources, lack 
of storage facility, lack of human resource, late 
production, less mechanisation in farming, poor 
functioning of AMC, and poor distribution of 
fertilisers (see Table 1).
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Table 1: Challenges to Innovative 
Development Perceived by the Pioneering 

Agri Innovators in Southern Rajasthan

S. 
No.

Challenge Frequency 
N = 30

Per-
cent

1 No Hard Work—
Easy Money

16 53

2 Lack of Financial 
Capital

13 43

3 No Remunerative 
Prices

12 40

4 Low Level of 
Education

10 33

5 Poor Market Linkage 9 30
6 Lack of 

Encouragement
7 23

7 Lack of Seeds 6 20
8 Lack of Organic 

Manure
4 13

9 Less Mechanization 
In Farming

4 13

10 Lack of Resources 3 10
11 Lack of Storage 

Facility
3 10

12 Lack of Human 
Resource

3 10

13 Poor Functioning of 
AMC

2 7

14 Late Production 2 7
15 Poor Distribution of 

Fertilisers
1 3

Source : Computed
These challenges to innovative development 
perceived by the pioneering agri innovators can 
be grouped into four hierarchical categories. 
The �irst is the most confronted set of challenges 
and it includes three challenges such as easy 
money without hard work (53%), lack of �inancial 
capital (43%), and non-remunerative price for 
the products (40%).
The second category is the set of more confronted 
challenges and it includes three other challenges 
such as low level of education (33%), poor market 

linkage (30%) and followed by more than one-
�ifth of the informants lack of encouragement 
(23%) . 
The third set of efforts for making farming 
pro�itable is popular confronted challenges are 
lack of seeds (20%), lack of organic manure 
(13%) , less mechanization in farming (13%), 
lack of resources (10%), lack of storage facility 
(10%), and lack of human resource (10%) which 
were the popular confronted challenges reported 
by nearly one-tenth of the informants. 
The last set of challenges may be called as less 
popular challenges confronted by informants 
for innovative development. Late production 
(7%), poor functioning of AMC (7 %), and poor 
distribution of fertilizers (3%) were reported by 
a few of the informants.
Conclusion
The present study is a modest attempt to 
understand the innovative challenges faced by 
the pioneering agri innovators with a sample 
of 30 key informants in Southern Rajasthan. 
The social and agricultural background of the 
pioneering agri innovators was also explored. 
The results show that pioneering agri innovators 
do recognize the attributes critical to innovation 
in the agricultural sector from their lived 
experiences and exposures.
However, they do perceive challenges such as 
lack of �inancial capital, lack of hard work among 
pioneering agri innovators, non-remunerative 
prices, lack of organic manure, and low level of 
education of pioneering agri innovators.
Agri innovators face numerous comparative 
issues–including admittance to capital and 
admittance to land. The cash-�low to begin or 
improve or expand the creation level of a task or 
activities is a signi�icant imperative. Add to that 
necessities for gear, automation, water, security 
(for example fencing) or preparing (training). 
Preparing needs incorporate hypothetical 
preparing, subsequent meet-ups, site visits 
with experienced trainers in explicit �ields (be 
it poultry, cultivation, hydroponics, soil testing 
and so on). There should to be more and better 
mentors, with handy experience to share. 
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In cultivating, science, innovation and business 
need to go hand in hand. Agribusiness is a 
business, and it should be treated as a business. 
Relatively few new youthful farmers realize how 
to deal with their organization, work power and 
creation. in light of the fact that human wellbeing 
must be ensured.
These �indings lead us to believe that the 
pioneering agri innovators are ready to innovate 
in their own domain of agriculture and in their 
own terrain of Southern Rajasthan. Pioneering 
Innovators in Southern Rajasthan requires a 
mind-set, an attitude and taking a particular 
approach to doing things. The motivations for 
becoming an innovator are diverse and can 
include the potential for earning pro�its, the 
pursuit of personal values and interests and the 
interest in rural and agrarian change.
What more needed is the greater support from 
the government in terms of organizing training 
programs, helping pioneering agri innovators to 
get assured irrigation, making �inancial capital 
accessible when needed, advanced technology 
made available to them and integrating them 
with the direct access to markets, and ensuring 
remunerative prices to pioneering agri innovators 
for their crops would help immensely. Pioneering 
agri innovators do need to learn to work together, 
work with the governmental, non-governmental 
agencies, and consumer groups so as to gain 
control over the market forces by satisfying the 
needs and aspirations of the consumers.
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